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"Please, Take These
Story Ideas" works
like Chicago improv.
We'll throw out an
idea for a book/TV
show/movie and from
there whoever wants
to take the idea,
write it - hey, first
come, first serve.
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Author: ...YOU?

The main character keeps an
o n g o i n g t e x t t h r e a d g oi n g w i t h
h e r e x - b o y f r i e n d s . S h e h a s he r
f i r s t b o y f r i e n d f r om e l e m e n t a r y
school. First kiss from middle
s c h o o l . T w o h i g h s c ho o l
b o y f r i e n d s . O n e f r o m c ol l e g e .
H e r b e l i e f : N o b od y k n o w s y o u
b e t t e r t h a n a n E x . A n d he r l a t e s t
relationship is getting serious.
P o s s i b l e p r o p o s a l c om i n g .
C a n t h e t E X t T h r e a d c on t i n u e t o
offer sound, unbiased advice when
s o m e o f t h e g u ys a r e n ' t q u i t e ov e r
her yet?

Author: ... You?

The story of Peter from the New
Testament has always been
fascinating, specifically because of
his 3x denial of Jesus on the night
before the crucifixion.
It seems like it ends on a positive
note, Jesus comes back, forgives
him, Peter goes on to build the
church.
But I wonder if he ever doubted his
forgiveness.
Did he still feel guilty
about the three denials?
And did he feel like the
only way to overcome the
past denial was to put
himself in that position
again and stand up for his
faith, even to the point of
death?

Author: ... YOU?

The main character finds out he has super
powers. Maybe it 's more like a Spiderman
situation where he develops these by a
freak accident rather than something he
was born with (Superman) or trained his
way into (Batman).
So he or she gets invited to a Superhero
camp, but finds out they're not quite as
gifted as the other superheroes in training.
At the end of camp they receive the dreaded
"Most Improved Hero" award.
So then now what? What do you do as an
almost Superhero?

What if a big name villain
like Thanos decided to
leave his planet and
come to Earth?
But not to wreak havoc,
he just wants to live a
simple life. He gets a job as a
barista. Rents a simple one
bedroom apartment. Starts
dating a sweet girl and even joins
a weekly bridge card group.

Everything is going well, the
villainous past is long behind him,
until the superheros from the
home planet come to avenge their
losses.
Can superheroes forgive and
forget? And can a super
villain ever start a new life?

Here's the premise for
"Much Ado About
Brunching."
Maybe the most
straightforward one of
the whole ebook. You
take the plot and text of
Shakespeare's "Much
Ado About Nothing" and
set it in 2020, largely
revolving around
brunches in Chicago.

By: ... YOU?

Back in the 90's, we had several movies
where two kids attempted to bring
their parents back together.
They all starred Lindsay Lohan or
Mary Kate & Ashley. So what if you
took that general plotline but had it be
a dog telling the story. Kind of Parent
Trap meets Homeward Bound.
Or maybe it's a book about a divorced
couple trying to figure out who gets
the dog, how to arrange visits, etc.
Either approach could be an interesting
book/movie/show.

The Live Action

Mario Kart
Movie

By: ...YOU?

Pokemon.
LEGO Movies.
Angry Birds 1 & 2.
We are "long overdue" for a
Mario Kart movie. And it needs
to be live action. Bill Murray.
Jennifer Lawrence. Al Pacino.
Or do you turn this over to the
Adam Sandler crew? Or make it
Judd Apatow and Seth Rogen?
There are a lot of different
options. But first: It needs a
script. Do we have any Mario
Kart fans out there ready to
make this happen?
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Author: ... You?

The main character is stuck in a dead-end
job. He's not miserable, per se, but he's
definitely bored. Every day feels like the
same routine. Go to work. Stare at the
computer. Come home. That's when he
decides to start cycling for 10, 20, 30 miles
each morning before work.
He gets hooked. Buys a more expensive bike.
Helmet. Spandex. Bike shirt. All leading up
to a new goal for his 40th birthday: He's
going to enter the Tour de France.
How will his wife and kids handle their dad's
new pursuit?

The

Stand Up
President

What does a day in the life of an expresident look like? Does it feel
relaxing or kind of boring? Do they
miss being in front of crowds?

In this book, an ex-president decides if
he or she wants to get out to the
comedy clubs and do stand up. They
want to put together an hour-long set
and perform to a packed house at
Madison Square Garden.

It's up to you if the ex-president is
funny or not. Both choices could be
interesting.

Grandparent
The

Games

Two characters get married. Both grew
up as only children. Everyone's happy.
There's no real conflicts for splitting
time with family. Rotate Thanksgiving
and Christmas each year. Easter.
Everything's fine.
But then they have their first child...
And now it's an intense competition.
Both sets of parents are competing for
who secures Christmas Day?
Thanksgiving? 4th of July? And who
will receive the coveted title as "the
cool grandparents."

The

Lost
Bottle
Author: ... YOU?

A couple thousand years ago,
Jesus turned water into wine
at a wedding.
What if one of those bottles is
still out there? It's gotta be the
greatest wine of all time.
Right?
In a story that's part Da Vinci
Code, part Sideways, two wine
aficionados go on an epic
adventure to find the lost
bottle of Jesus' water to wine
miracle. They travel all around
the world finding clues leading
them to the lost bottle.

U

n

b

o

x

i

n

g

:

A Teenage Detective Story

Author: YOU?

First off, unboxing videos are a big deal
on YouTube. There are unboxing
YouTube stars that make like a million
dollars a year doing it. It's bizarre and a
world we don't really understand. But
teenagers love YouTube.
So what if you wrote a book that
combined unboxing videos with a
detective story. Each episode the main
character unboxes a new clue. I think
this could be the first novel ever
written to be modified to a YouTube
unboxing series. Let's make history!

The
Claustrophobic

Caterpillar

Author: ... YOU?

In a society of caterpillars, every
caterpillar dreams about their
future life. They are always
looking forward to the day when
they'll become a butterfly.
But for one caterpillar, the whole
process scares him to death.
Why? He's claustrophobic. Afraid
of tight spaces. And being in a
chrysalis for 2-3 weeks is about
as claustrophobic as it gets.
In a role that feels built for
Woody Allen (hey, he's done an
animated insect movie before)
the author shows how sometimes
to reach a dream we have to go
through our biggest fears.

POPE
on the
SLOPES

Author: ... YOU?

This is actually a true story, Pope John
Paul II was a big-time skiier.
So one time he let his staff know, "Hey, I
want to go skiing for a day." This caused
panic in the Vatican. Because how do you
take the Pope skiing? It's a security
nightmare.
Telling this story would be interesting,
but the whiskey of the story is this idea
that John Paul II had the biggest job title
in the world and all he wanted to do was
go skiing.
This can be a book about keeping your
childhood passions and loves alive simply
for the fun of doing those things.
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This idea came from all of the advances
going on in healthcare that involve testing
your DNA, early cancer screenings, early
Alzheimer's tests, all of these things that are
helpful to people, catching problems sooner.
In theory, this will deliver peace of mind and
help us get ahead of health problems. But
what happens when the doctor tells you, "So
uh, bad news... you've got 20 years to live.
You'll be totally healthy for the first 18 or 19
years of that window, but then things are
gonna get kinda rough."
It's long enough that the main character
can't do all of the, "You've got one year left"
bucket list stuff like quit their job and travel
the world. But it's short enough to at least
change their perspective. Should I still get
married? Have a family? Save for my 401k?
From there, the author can explore this
question: Would you want to know if you had
20 years left to live?

Want to start writing one of
these stories? Hey, first come,
first serve! Email us at
library@longoverduestories.com
and we'll help you get started.

